THE       DISCIPLINE

where at work. Any word of discontent uttered by a
Genevese citizen who might be visiting Lyons or Paris,
would infallibly be reported. But what made the situa-
tion yet more intolerable was that countless unofficial
spies joined their activities as volunteers to those who
were properly appointed to the task. Whenever a State
inaugurates a reign of terror, the poisonous plant of
voluntary denunciation flourishes like a loathsome weed;
when it is agreed on principle that denunciations shall
be tolerated and are even desirable, otherwise decent
folk are driven by fear to play the part of informer. If it
were only to divert suspicion "of being on the side of the
devil instead of God55, every Genevese citizen in the days
of Calvin's dictatorship looked askance at his fellows.
The "zelo della paura" the zeal of dread, ran impatiently
ahead of the informers. After some years, the Consistory
was able to abolish official supervision, since all the
citizens had become voluntary controllers. The restless
current of denunciations streamed in by day and by
night, and kept the mill wheel of the spiritual Inquisi-
tion turning briskly.

Who could feel safe under such a system, could be
sure that he was not breaking one of the commandments,
since Calvin forbade practically everything which might
have made life joyful and worth while? Prohibited
were theatres, amusements, popular festivals, any kind of
dancing or playing. Even so innocent a sport as skating
stirred Calvin's bile. The only tolerated attire was sober
and almost monkish. The tailors, therefore, were for-
bidden, unless they had special permission from the town
authorities, to cut in accordance with new fashions. Girls
were forbidden to wear silk before they reached the age
of fifteen years; above that age, they were not allowed to
wear velvet. Gold and silver lace, golden hair, needless
buttons and furbelows, were equally under the ban, and
the wearing of gold ornaments or other trinkets was
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